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Eight years ago, Kyoto was best known for being a
quiet corner of Japan with some pretty temples. Not
any more. Now that simple word represents what
could be the last hope of our planet. And we’re not

talking ‘maybe it’ll get a bit warm in summer 2537’. If we
don’t sort things out now, the planet’s going to be a mess
within our lifetimes. 

The problem
As the sun smiles down on us like a friendly uncle, much of
its warmth is usually radiated back into space. Trouble is,
some of this radiation isn’t leaving, like some friendly uncle
that’s outstaying his welcome: so-called ‘greenhouse gases’

in the atmosphere are trapping it, which heats up the planet. 
This trapping of energy isn’t necessarily a bad thing –

without it, the Earth would be colder than a popsicle and
probably wouldn’t have sustained life as we know it.
However, we humans and our doings have massively
increased the levels of greenhouse gases to the point where
things are hotting up a little more than we’d like. 

The culprit 
By far the most significant greenhouse gas is carbon dioxide
(CO2). Since we grew out of our industrial nappies, the
human race has been spewing it out like there’s no tomorrow.
The main source is – all together now – burning fossil fuels.

It’s getting

Climate change is happening now, and we’re going to have to

do a lot more than take off all our clothes…
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Although governments may be taking it seriously, we’re not
out of the burning woods yet. Politicians are notoriously
fickle and the fear is that, if the fuss dies down, so will the
urge to do anything about climate change. Short term
interests all too often win out over those that won’t cause
major problems for another 20 years – when it’ll be too late to
do anything about it. 

So what do we do?
There are plenty of ways that you can make your voice heard
over climate control. The biggest campaign at the moment is
the StopEsso coalition (made up of Greenpeace, Friends of
the Earth and People & Planet), boycotting the petrol
company that has lobbied against Kyoto and claims that
there is ‘not sufficient scientific understanding’ about climate
change to agree to any efforts to cut down fossil fuel usage. 

Greenpeace is also arguing in favour of wind power,
currently the best renewable source of energy that can be
generated in Britain. ‘The technology is readily available and

the UK is the windiest country in Europe,’ says Emily
Armistead. ‘As environmentalists, we’re not used to
protesting in favour of something. But we have to keep up
pressure on the government to support wind power in favour
of nuclear power, which has its own major waste disposal
problems.’ The windmills may not look great, but it might be
better than radioactive leftovers… 

The picture seems clear enough: we’re swallowing
electricity as fast as we can generate it, and the way that
we’re doing so at the moment has a huge environmental cost.
‘We can only overcome this challenge by facing it together,
shoulder to shoulder,’ said Sir David King in the journal
Science. ‘If we do not begin now, more substantial, more
disruptive, and more expensive change will be needed later
on.’

We’re the generation that’s in the best position to try and
do something about climate change, by promoting renewable
energy and by putting pressure on our politicians to keep
climate control as a priority. More importantly though, we’ll
be the first generation that actually suffers if we don’t. etc.

You can reduce your own carbon dioxide emissions

by turning your TV off at the set instead of putting

it on standby; using energy saving lightbulbs at home; or

simply turning your phone charger off at the socket when not

in use. The joyfully zen Future Forests campaign is an even

better way – you can sponsor trees for a mere £10 in specially

planted forests worldwide, which will absorb carbon dioxide a
nd

produce delicious oxygen. Go to www.futureforests.com
to find out more – team etc. has done it, and it feels goooood.

And trees are ace, anyway. Seriously, go and do it now. 

RUN TO THE TREES!RUN TO THE TREES!

etc. wouldn’t expect you
to take our word for it –

go to some of these
places and make up your

own mind. (And then
agree with us.)

w w w.greenpeace.org 
– the home of the environmental group

w w w.ipcc.ch 
– the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, has info on 

the global situation 

w w w.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange 

– and what’s the UK doing about it? Find out here

GET INFORMEDGET INFORMED


